[STREET ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE, ZIP]

[DATE]

Senator Robert Antonioni, Chair   
Joint Committee on Education

State House
Room 473 G 
Boston, MA 02133

Re:  Massachusetts “twins bill”

Dear Senator Antonioni:


I am writing in support of House Bill No. 469, sponsored by Representative Bradley H. Jones, Jr., regarding the placement of twins in public school classrooms, which is currently before the Joint Committee on Education.  I am asking that the bill be sent on favorably so that it may continue through the legislative process and become law.

The Bill would allow parents to determine the classroom placement of their multiple birth children -- more specifically, to decide whether to place their children together or to separate them into different classrooms.  

Senator, you may be unaware that many schools and principals enforce mandatory separation of multiple birth children beginning as early as pre-k. This is contrary to the recommendations of experts in the area of twin research.  Dr. Nancy Segal PH.D. (California State University, Fullerton), Dr. John Mascazine (Ohio Dominican University, Columbus, Ohio), The International Society for Twins Studies, and many more experts all advocate a flexible placement policy so that the needs of the individual children can best be met. 
I am also requesting that you oppose bill number 460, which leaves the final decision of the classroom placement of twins to the school principal, regardless of the individual needs of the children.

I respectfully request that House Bill No. 469 be reported on favorably, and have a chance to become law.
Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,
[YOUR NAME]
